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ESSEX PHOTO CLUB COMPETITION RULES 
 

Competition Divisions 
 

• Two Print Divisions  
o Small Prints  

 Beginners only 
o Large Prints 

 Class B - Beginner 
 Class A – Advanced 

 
• Two Projected Image Divisions  

o Nature  
 Class B - Beginner 
 Class A  - Advanced 

o Pictorial  
 Class B - Beginner 
 Class A - Advanced 

 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Monthly Competitions 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Monthly Competitions  
 

• During each club year (September to June), members are eligible to compete in 
eight monthly competitions held during September through April in Print and 
Projected Image divisions. 

• During the year one or two “Designated Topic” competitions will replace Large 
Prints and Projected Pictorial competition.  

• A member may enter in either Class A or Class B in a division, but not both.  
• A member is eligible to enter two images in a division with a maximum of six 

images per competition night.  
• If a member exceeds the allowable entries on a competition night, he or she will 

be ineligible to compete in the following month’s competition. 
 
Eligibility to Compete 
 

• Club members must pay dues by the second meeting in September. 
• New members must pay dues on the date of joining the club.  
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Definitions 
 

• Image  
o All images entered in the Essex Photo Club competitions must originate 

with one or more photographic images recorded with a camera by the 
member. 100% computer generated images are not eligible for entry.  

o Images may originate from film or digital capture. 
 

• Large Prints Division 
o Maker may perform any enhancements, modifications and/or alterations 

to the image.  
 

• Nature – Projected Image Division 
o Nature is restricted to the use of photographic process to depict all 

observations of facts and phenomena from all branches of natural history 
including botany, zoology, ornithology, geology, physics, chemistry, 
meteorology, paleontology, etc., in such a fashion that a well-informed 
person will be able to identify the subject material and to certify its honest 
presentation. 

o No elements may be moved, cloned, added, deleted, rearranged or 
combined.  No manipulation or modification is permitted except 
sharpening, resizing, cropping, selective lightening or darkening, and 
restoration of original color to the scene. No special effects filters can be 
applied.  Any adjustments must appear natural. 

o Human elements, if present, should be unobtrusive and enhance the nature 
story. 

o Detailed macro images are acceptable. 
o Scientific banding on wild animals is acceptable.  
o Artificially produced hybrid plants or animals, or horticultural varieties of 

plants are not acceptable. 
 

• Pictorial – Projected Image Division 
o All images, including Nature images, qualify as Pictorial. 
o Maker may perform any enhancements, modifications and/or alterations 

to the image. 
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Scoring & Awards for Monthly Competitions  
 

• Minimum Entries per Division 
o Three members must compete in a particular division for there to be 

awards.  
o If an insufficient number of members enter a division, the images will be 

scored; however, no awards in that division will be given for that month. 
Points scored will be included in the cumulative scoring. 

 
• One judge will score.  

o On the first viewing in a division, the judge will award the image a score 
from five to seven. 

o The image must receive a score of seven to qualify for a second viewing.  
On the second viewing, the judge may re-score the image from seven to 
nine.  

o Honorable Mention applies if the final score for the image in the division 
is seven. No ribbon is awarded. 

o Merit Award applies if the final score for the image in the division is eight 
or nine.  Awards are given. 

o Top Award applies to one Top image in the division 
 

Re-Entry Of Images 
 

• Permissible re-entry. 
o If an image in any division does not receive a score of seven or above at a 

monthly competition during the club year, the same image may be re-
entered once in the same division. 

• No re-entry 
o If an image is entered in one division, the same image may not be re-

entered in another division.  
o If an image is entered in one division, the same image may not be resized 

and/or changed from a print and/or projected image and then re-entered in 
a different division. 

 
Cumulative Standings for Club Year 
 

• The competition chairperson maintains a record of points scored on a cumulative 
basis during the club year in each division for the purpose of honoring a member 
scoring the most number of points during the monthly competitions in each 
division. 
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Promotion Points and/or Advancement 
 

• Promotion points are accumulated on a lifetime basis. 
• If a member in Small Prints enters one or more images in Large Prints, the 

member may no longer enter in Small Prints, with the promotion going into effect 
in September of the following year.  

• If a member in Class B enters one or more images in Class A in that division, the 
member automatically advances to Class A in that division, with the promotion 
going into effect in September of the following year. 

• To advance from Class B to Class A in any division, the following promotion 
points will be awarded:  

o Top Award – three points  
o Merit Award – two points  
o Honorable Mention – one point 

• A member who accumulates thirty points in Class B in a division automatically 
advances to Class A in that division, with the promotion going into effect in 
September of the following year.  

• A member who accumulates thirty points in Small Prints automatically advances 
to Large Prints Class B, with the promotion going into effect in September of the 
following year. 

• A member who has advanced to Class A in any division except Nature may still 
compete in Nature Class B Projected Image. 

• Announcement – The competition chairman will announce advancement from 
Class B to Class A in September of the club year. 

• A member may voluntarily elect to advance from Class B to Class A, with the 
promotion going into effect in September of the following year. 

• The competition chairperson has the discretion to request that a member advance 
from Class B to Class A immediately. 

• Once an advancement occurs, it is permanent. 
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________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

ALL PRINTS 
Identification 
 

• The rear side of the image must indicate at the top right hand corner:  
o Name of maker  
o Title of Print      
o Print Division  
o The direction of the top of the image with an arrow. 

 
 

SMALL PRINTS 
Eligibility 
 

• This division is only open to beginner photographers. 
• The member will be considered a beginner if the member has never taken part in a 

camera club competition before joining the Essex Photo Club. 
• A new member who previously competed at another camera club in Small Prints 

may continue to compete as a beginner at Essex Photo Club. 
• The member in this division may also compete in the Nature – Projected Image 

(Class B) division.  
 
Form 
  

• The image must be sized at least 4” x 6” and it cannot exceed 5” x 7”.  
• It is not permissible to mount and/or mat and/or frame the image.  

 
LARGE PRINTS 

Form 
  

• The image must be sized at least 8” x 10” (or 80 square inches).  
• The image and the mat combined cannot exceed 16” x 20”. 
• Pre-cut mats that limit the visible image surface to 7 ½” x 9 ½” are permitted. 
• The rear side of the image must be mounted on mat or foam board that is no 

smaller than the print itself. 
• The front side of the image may be matted or un-matted. 
• If the image is matted on the front, the mat board or foam board on the rear side 

must be equal in size to the mat on the front. 
• The image must be securely attached to the rear of the board and to the mat. 
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• It is not permissible to frame the image. 
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UPLOADING DIGITAL PHOTOS 
For a clearer version go to: 

http://essexphotoclub.org/files/Upload%20Photos.pdf 
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SLIDES 

 
Slide Mounting  
 

o The image may be presented in the original slide mount or remounted.  
 
Marking and Spotting Slide Images 
 

o The slide image must identify whether it is classified as “Nature” or “Pictorial” 
“Class A” or “Class B” on the mount. 

o To spot the slide image, hold it upright so that you view it as taken. 
o Place a white-gummed spot on the mount in the lower left hand corner as 

shown. 
o Place the required Title of the slide alongside the white spot as shown. 
o Put the entrant’s full name on the side opposite the title. 
o Vertical Format contains Title on the left side and Name on the right side. 
o Horizontal Format contains Title at the Bottom and Name on the Top as shown. 
o It is advisable to present slide images free of dust and in clean glass, if used. 
o Please refer to the slide images pictured below when preparing each slide for 

competition so that the photo is not shown upside down or sideways. 
 
 
          Vertical Format     Horizontal Format 
 
   
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       SPOT               SPOT 
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_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Annual Competition 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Eligibility  
 

• A member must have entered that particular division during the Monthly 
Competition to qualify for entry in that particular division in the Annual 
Competition. 

 
Entries  
 

• All eligible members may enter up to three of their monthly competition entries 
in each division that they have entered during the year. 

 
• The annual entry must be the identical entry submitted during the club year and 

must be entered in the same division and in the same class.   
o The image must be entered in the same size and form that it was entered in 

the Monthly Competitions. 
o The image must be submitted with the original mat or foam board that it 

was attached at the time of entry in the Monthly Competition.  
o The image must contain the Monthly Competition sticker on the rear side 

of the photograph to qualify for entry. 
o Print matting. If the photograph was originally matted during the Monthly 

Competition, the photograph must be submitted with the original matting. 
If the photograph was not originally matted during the Monthly 
Competition, it may not now be matted. 

 
• The same rules that applied during the Monthly Competitions for the form and 

size of the image apply. 
 
Judging and Scoring  
 

• A three-judge panel shall score entries.   
• Entries will be judged on a cumulative scale of fifteen to twenty-seven points.    
• Honors - In each division approximately 25% of the entries or no fewer than three 

shall receive an Honors award. A ribbon will be issued to the Honor award 
winners. 

• Top - In each division a Top Award will be chosen. A medal will be issued to the 
Top entry. 

 


